Highlights of the August 6, 2009 meeting of the Commission on Teacher Credentialing

The agenda for the meeting may be found at: www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-agenda.html
Two public hearings were held.  Public hearings give the public one last chance to address an issue before it goes to the Office of Administrative Law to continue the process to becoming regulation.

Item 1H:  The first public hearing was on the new standards for the Career Technical Education credential.  Under these new regulations recommendation for the preliminary credential will be made by the LEA.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-1H.pdf 

Item 1I:  The second public hearing was on the new added authorizations for special education www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-1I.pdf   

Both items were approved.       

Item 2B:  New program standards were adopted for the administrative services credential.  Program Sponsors writing new programs at this time will write to the new standards.   The CTC will distribute guidelines and timelines for writing to the new standards www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-2B.pdf                             
Item 2C:  The process for approval of subject matter programs was explained and discussed.  Subject matter programs are available for single subject credentials.  Program sponsors are required to write to subject standards, preconditions and common standards.  The CTC has worked over the last 3 years to address issues related to approving subject matter programs, including providing time and compensation for readers to reduce backlog time for approval.   It is proposed to eliminate the required elements, which are checked elsewhere, and allow submission of documents on-line.  The charts on pages 2C-6 and 2C-17 give data on how few single subject exam waiver programs have been written in recent years.    Commissioners discussed why this might be including how onerous the procedure appears to Arts & Science faculty called upon to write the programs.  Commissioners directed staff to return with further information including input from the field as to why new programs are not being submitted.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-2C.pdf 
Item 2D:  How exams required for credentials are developed and the competitive bidding process for exam administration was explained in this information item.  The exam development process takes about 1 ½ to 2 years.  A timeline is developed and a panel of experts in the subject is convened to draft content guidelines and test structure.  A field test is conducted.  The test and fee structure is finalized and the test is administered.  Standards for passing are then set.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-2D.pdf
Item 2E:  This item presented information on the passing rates for credential exams.  The number of CBEST takers has fallen off, with 71% of new takers and 85% of cumulative takers passing the CBEST.  Pass rates for the RICA include 82% for first time takers and 96% cumulative.  The new version of the RICA will be administered for the first time this month with passing standards to be set in October.  2/3rds of CSET takers take the Multiple Subject subtests.  The pass rate for the Multiple Subject tests is 79% for new takers and 90% cumulative.  The number taking the CTEL exam for the CLAD has increased, with a 61% pass rate for first time takers and an 80% pass rate cumulative,.  The old SLLA exam for administrative services will continue to be administered until the spring of 2011 when the new exam will be available.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-2E.pdf 
Items 3A and 3B concerned legislation.  The commission moved to a support position for AB 1025, the bill which will require an “Activity Supervisor Clearance” certification for walk on (non credentialed) coaches and paid and volunteer student supervisors.  Update:  It is anticipated that the governor will sign this bill and this certificate will be required by the 2010-11 academic year.  View the contents of the bill at:  www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_1001-1050/ab_1025_bill_20090724_amended_sen_v95.pdf 

Items 4A and 4B:  Commissioners approved changes to the budget.  Cost saving measures include 3 furlough days per month (first, second and third Fridays) and a 15% cut on future contracts.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-4A.pdf   http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-4B.pdf 
Item 5A aligned terms for Committee of Credentials members.  There will be vacancies, and advertising will begin soon.  Encourage your colleagues to consider this valuable way to contribute to the work of the commission.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-5A.pdf 
Item 5B discussed whether the commission should identify certain verdicts they make concerning discipline as precedent decisions to define future policy judgments.  www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-08/2009-08-5B.pdf 

The next meeting of the commission will be October 1-2, 2009.  If you are unable to attend I encourage you to listen on the web www.ctc.ca.gov .
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