CCAC Highlights - CTC Meetings December 2008

Important Actions Taken

New Education Specialist Standards Adopted

The Commission adopted new standards for the teaching authorizations in Special Education.  As a result, ALL PROGRAMS, both IHE and district-based, will need to write to the new standards to be able to continue offering the programs.  The timeline for the sunset of the current programs and the submission of new program documents will be presented at the January meetings.

Some of the most important changes in the new standards include:


- the inclusion of Autism Spectrum Disorder in all Education Specialist options


- new Communication Disorder authorization created


- options to establish subject matter competence expanded


- program delivery options expanded to include undergraduate and distance learning

  options

NEXT MONTH: all the other Special Education program standards will be brought forward for action in January.   It is anticipated that the agenda item will have some significant revisions from the version introduced in November as a result of comments form the field.  In particular, watch for modifications to the proposed new Level II standards for the Education Specialist authorizations. 

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-3B.pdf
Effectiveness of Education Specialist Expanded Pilot District Internship Programs

The Commission approved a report on Education Specialist pilot programs offered in areas of disability other than the mild/moderate  authorization. These program began in 2006 with the passage of SB 933 and under the legislation are set to sunset in January 2010.  The report finds that the programs offered, though small in number, have been effective. While noting that issues relating to the quality and effectiveness of on-site support exist, the report recommends that the sunset date be removed.  One of the legislative concepts that the Commission approved for 2009 was a bill to remove the 2010 sunset date for these programs.

For more information see the agenda items:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-3D.pdf  and

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-6A.pdf
Legislative Concepts

Staff noted that given the status of the state budget bills that include any increase in expenditures will be unlikely to succeed in the 2009 session.  Much of the time and effort of the legislature will likely be devoted to budget issues so the Commission staff proposed a modest set of legislative goals for the year.

In addition to the proposal on Education Specialist Internship programs noted above the staff proposed modifying the manner in which completers of foreign credential programs who have also received credentials from other states are treated.  Staff will be seeking sponsors for both of these bills.  Staff will also seek technical changes to the use of the terms “fifth year of study” and “professional clear” in the annual education clean-up bill.

Transition in Leadership

Since the current Commission Chair David Pearson is termed out, the annual CTC leadership elections resulted in a change.  Caleb Cheung, current Vice-Chair and a teacher in the Oakland USD was elected as Chair for 2009.  Margaret Gaston, a public representative and President and Executive Director of the Center for the Future of Teaching and Learning was elected as the new Vice-Chair for 2009.  

Important Informational Items Discussed

Draft Revision of the SB 2042 Multiple and Single Subject Program Standards

The full text of the revised program standards is presented in this item. In addition to the elimination of the “required elements” which were a key component of the current standards, the organization of the content within the standards has been reorganized.  In addition, the Blended and Internship standards have been fully integrated into what is now a single document.  Changes and clarifications have also been proposed for the program Preconditions.  

This item will return as an action item at the January meeting. If the revised text of the standards is adopted, programs in the future submitting documents under the accreditation process would need to write to the new language.

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-3E.pdf
Clarifications on the Use of Limited Assignment Options

Proposed amendments to the Title 5 code would make clear that this authorization should be used for no more than three years, as the teacher should have completed the necessary units for the supplementary or passed the required exams in that time. The teacher would also need to have permanent status in the district or to have an experienced teacher assigned to one without permanent status to be able to use this assignment option. The changes are also intended to make clear that the option can be used in Multiple Subject/General Education settings. The regulations will return in the January meeting as an action item to a set a date for the public hearing. 

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-4A.pdf
Mathematics Specialist Credential

The agenda item notes that the current version of this document has a poorly crafted authorization with the result that no programs offering the document currently exist.  Given the overall student achievement in math in California the Commissioners express a strong interest in improving both the preparation of and the support of math teachers at all grade levels.  The staff recommendation that an expert panel be established to determine if the Mathematics Specialist document could, or should, be revised so that it could became part of the solution to the mathematics issues facing our schools, was approved.  For the full discussion, listen to the archived web version of the session. Other aspects of this complex issue will return as agenda items in the coming months.  

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-3G.pdf
Elementary Subject Matter Programs

Since the implementation of the federal NCLB legislation completion of a CTC-approved Elementary Subject Matter Program (often called a Liberal Studies major) has ceased to waive the need for a Multiple Subject candidate to pass the CSET exam.  The Commission staff noted that there are about 30 programs still being offered at IHE’s in California.  The discussion centered about whether or not new program proposals should be accepted for authorization and whether the term approved could continue to be used for the existing programs.  Staff was directed to review the use of the word approved in the title 5 regulations and that the continued effort to provide full academic preparation for Multiple Subject teachers should be encouraged. 

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-3F.pdf
Credential Application Workload Report 2007-2008

Commission staff reported that the average time for the procession of an application is 25 days.  While the 67% of applications received on line are processed in 10 days or less, paper applications are normally completed in the statutory 50 days less. However the report did note that in June, when the number of applications peaks with the end of the IHE academic terms, some applications took 55 days to process. With the shift of Induction Program and Substitute permit to mandatory online application in the next six months, the processing time should decrease even further. 

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-4B.pdf
Professional Practices Workload 2007-2008

Many of us believe that the most important function of the Commission is the protection of the children who attend public school every day. This very short report provides data on work of the DPP division in 2007-2008.

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-5B.pdf
Annual Report on the Paraprofessional Program

The report summarizes of the program’s activities over the past year.  The program helps classroom aides make the long transition to completing first degree requirements and then completing a credential program.

For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2008-12/2008-12-3C.pdf
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