CCAC Highlights – October 2009 CTC Meeting
 Note that the November Commission meeting has been canceled. 
Important Agenda Action Items
Proposed Adoption of Teaching Performance Expectations (TPE’s) for Preliminary Education Specialist Teaching Credentials and of Preconditions for Selected Special Education Credential Programs 
 The TPE’s for Education Specialist Teaching credentials were adopted. These TPE’s are a modification for special education settings of the existing Multiple and Single Subject TPE’s that have been used since the SB 2042 programs were introduced. The Preconditions for Preliminary and Clear Education Specialist programs and for the Education Specialist Added Authorizations were also adopted. These documents provide the Education Specialist Teaching Credential programs with all the information needed to develop documents for reauthorization under the new standards.

Next steps: preconditions for the other Education Specialist programs will be brought forward at future meetings.
For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2D.pdf

Proposed Adoption of the Updated California Standards for the Teaching Profession (CSTP) 
The version of the new CSTP's proposed by staff was adopted by the Commissioners, with the compromise phrase "including adopted curriculum" as part of the text of Standard 3. However, three commissioners abstained on the motion, believing that the phrase limited the options of classroom teachers.  The Superintendent of Public Instruction held that the inclusion of the adopted curriculum phrase was essential.

Next steps: Programs should begin integrating the new CSTP text into their program documents and processes referencing the CSTP’s. The CSTP’s are developed in cooperation with the California Department of Education and it is expected that the proposed text will also be approved by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.
For more information see the agenda item:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2C.pdf
Proposed Recommended Passing Score Standard for the Revised Reading Instruction Competence Assessment (RICA) Examination
The adopted passing score for the revised version of the RICA exam first administered in August, resulted in a passing rate of 68%. That compares to the first time passing rate for the old version which was near 82%.  So in the short term, there will be more candidates retaking the exam necessitating a delay in their recommendation for a credential.

For more information see:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2B.pdf
and

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2B-insert.pdf
Proposed Modification of the Review Process for Subject Matter Programs 
Staff proposals to streamline the approval process for the programs were accepted.  Key changes include the elimination of the need to respond to required elements of the standards, page limits on responses to each standard and the introduction of draft Teaching Strategy and Alignment matrixes to reduce the writing required. An advisory panel will be established to assist staff in proposing further improvements in the process.

For more information see the agenda item:
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2E.pdf
Report on the Meeting of the Teaching Performance Assessment Users Advisory Group
Although recognizing that all basic teacher preparation programs are under extraordinary economic pressure, the TPA Users Advisory Group postponed making any final proposals until it meets again. This item will return at the December CTC meeting.  The need to maintain the validity of the TPA makes it difficult to make ad hoc changes in any of the three approved TPA options.  One of the proposals receiving attention is the suspension of the Subject Specific Pedagogy Task as a scored part of the CalTPA.  It is ironic that staff made the identical proposal a couple of years ago. The staff proposal was not accepted due largely to opposition from the CSU, the source of the current proposal to suspend the task.  Since the motivation for the changes is financial, commissioners requested that any proposed modifications that return in December be accompanied by an estimate of the cost savings from each.
For more information see:
http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2F.pdf
and

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2F-insert.pdf
Proposed Adoption of the Annual Report Card on California Teacher Preparation Programs for the Academic Year 2007-2008 
The state's Title II report for 2007-2008 and 2004-2005 was accepted and will be forwarded to the federal department of education. The quartile rankings for each institution are not included this year as the new version of the report, to be integrated in the system over the next couple of years, does not continue the ranking requirement.

For details about your favorite programs see:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2A.pdf
and

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2A-Appendix-A.pdf
Other Non-Action Agenda Items of Interest
Proposed Amendments to 5 California Code of Regulations Pertaining English Learner and Bilingual Authorizations 
The proposed language to implement AB 1871 was not modified and the text will return as a public hearing item at the December meeting. 
For more information see:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-3A.pdf
Draft Revised Standards for the Reading Certificate and Reading and Language Arts Specialist Credential Programs 
The working group's draft standards were accepted without change and will be sent out for public comment. Staff intends to bring the proposed standards back for final adoption at the January 2010 meeting. Once the new standards are adopted, programs will Reading Credential program then begin the reauthorization process under a timeline to be developed.
For more information see:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2G.pdf
Update on the Work of the English Learner Authorizations Advisory Panel 
Discussion of the current deliberations of the panel. Their final report is scheduled for the January 2010 CTC meeting. 

For more information see:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-2H.pdf
Legislative Update
The 2009 legislative session ended on September 11th.  The Governor has a month, until October 11th, to take action on the bills that have passed the legislature. So by the Commission meeting the fate of some bills will still not have been determined. However, by the CCAC Conference later in October the Governor will have taken action on all pending legislation including AB 1025, the bill creating the Activity Supervisor Clearance Certificate.

For more information in the bill the Commission is following see:

http://www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-10/2009-10-4A.pdf
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