December 2009 Commission Meeting Alert and Highlights
 Wednesday December 9 and Thursday December 10.  

The original  ALERT! Has been used as the basis for the report with meeting day updates infused for easier following of what has already been identified as items of particular interest.  Items without significant field interest have not been reported.
You may review the agenda at www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-agenda.html  below are highlights of some agenda items for the December meeting that may be of importance to you.  Also at the end of the meeting the new commission chair and vice chair will be elected.  The election process will be explained at the meeting as Item 1A www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-1A.pdf 
1A Executive Committee actions:  Discussion regarding the ex officio members serving as Committee Chairs.  Dale Janssen related that old history set precedence.   Concerns were raised regarding conflict of interest.  Commissioner Young said that all would have a constituency in that case.  Commissioner Littman described past practices of the ex officio representatives and indicated that because they serve as a designee they could be changed without notice as opposed to commissioners who serve a prescribed term. Change will be made in the policy manual to indicate that only a voting member will serve as chair. Commissioner Young asked that if Commissioners rights are being restricted then it should go to the Attorney General for an interpretation.  Issue will be reviewed by staff counsel.
2A Janice Perry was sworn in as the Commissioner representing  community colleges.

Executive Director Report: Thanks to Commissioners Cheung, Calderon and Pearson for service.  New staff introduced.  Monica Silva, legal department and Mike Taylor, exams
3A COA Annual Report: Focus on revised accreditation visits.  Ruth Sandlin from CSUSB spoke from video streaming about the use of video conferencing, less travel and cost reduction. Program sponsor alerts and providing tech assistance for the field is also a priority of this COA.  This past year brought the removal of required elements from the standards. Biennial reporting was a strong point of the new process, review teams reported favorably.  They are working toward joint visits with TEAC.  
ALERT! Action Item 3B Exams www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-3B.pdf  Current contracts for administration of the CBEST, CSET, CTEL, and RICA examinations will expire in October 2010. The Commission will conduct a competitive bid process to secure a contractor for these examinations for the period from 2010-2016.  The bid will include making computer-based exams available. Meeting Update:  A request was made to extend current contracts until fall 2011 due to timing.  A prior delay was made in moving the RFP process forward due to expected K12 Framework revision which has been delayed.  Commissioners asked for costs to be looked at.  A strong desire was expressed on the part of staff to move exams to online versions.  Framework revisions have been delayed to 2013-2014.  A question was raised as to whether exams are packaged or individually bid.  They are packaged.   Dale Janssen indicated that after cost of exam, CTC sets amount that comes back.  Approval for current contracts to be extended.  

ALERT! Action Item 3C TPAs www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-3C.pdf Up for commission approval are recommendations for changes in the TPA process.  Meeting update:   Recommendation to reduce the amount of double scoring without dismissing double scoring.  Recalibration is also being suggested to be amended.  These changes would provide some relief for program costs.  Recommendation that changes be permanent rather than temporary as it was felt that this would be more equitable.  Otherwise candidates would be assessed differently at different points in time.  See agenda item above for details of changes.  Commissioner Sloan spoke positively about the assessments and how programs and candidates have improved through the TPA assessment.  Discussion continued regarding calibration and scoring.  It was felt that each program maintains high integrity and calibrations.  Recommend accepting recommendations 1,2,5,6 and 7.  More discussion resulted in the commissioners deciding to request that users develop an alternate option.  Tabled and sent back to the users groups.  The item is currently dead.
 Action Item 3D Funded Teacher Development Programs:  Concern was raised regarding the ability to move funds and not fund the program the funding was intended for (block grant approach). Paraprofessionals in particular are facing lack of funds.  Interns seem to also be in jeopardy of funding and continuation.  It was pointed out that if California applies to the “Race to the Top”, an Intern program in both teaching and administration is required.   Ms. Nolte (staff) suggested that programs should not take candidates who cannot get through.  This is not limited to Paraprofessionals but also to Interns.  Commissioner Young suggested that deferments would be reasonable given the current hiring situation for Paraprofessionals who will be in a situation of repayment without a job. Approved
ALERT! Item 3E Teacher Leadership www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-3E.pdf brings forward once again the concept of a tier 3 credential that would be a step beyond the Preliminary and Clear credentials and would involve mentoring by “teacher leaders. Meeting update:   Return of the 3rd tier discussion.  Concerns are relating to flat career ladders for teachers who do not plan to move into administration, Stakeholders will want to participate in the survey on the Model Teacher Leader Standards when ready for review.  That survey will be announced through PSD E-news.  This item will return to a CTC meeting in spring 2010.  These are not national standards but rather frameworks that are being developed through ETS as a model for states to consider. Concerns were raised regarding a requirement that teachers would have to go through a program in order to perform certain functions.  Ken Burt spoke to the question as to why anyone would want to participate in a survey before the decision is made to move forward with a Third Tier Credential.  Additional attendees spoke to the question of need for this credential.
ALERT! Item 3F Mathematics Panel Update www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-3F.pdf Identifies Issues in math teacher preparation and a proposed new structure for the Math Specialist credential. Meeting update:   The Mathematics Panel has looked at the issues of teaching mathematics in elementary schools.  It is anticipated that a separate Math standard much like the Reading standard could be added to current credentials.  The panel will reconvene in spring 2010.  The panel would still like the Mathematics Specialist Credential to be offered but supports a focus that would include elementary teaching.  
ALERT! Item 3H Special Education www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-3H.pdf Proposed preconditions for the speech-language pathology credential program and a proposal to include a supervised field work component in all programs for the new added authorizations to the teaching credentials. Meeting update:   Commissioner Littman questioned why this is now being added at such a late date.  It was not in the original standards that have been passed.  “Why now is this being addressed?” was asked by commissioners.  This item is being added outside of the workgroup.  There is field experience in the regulations but not supervised.  This item will be brought back in January.
ALERT! Item 4a CLAD/BCLAD www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-4A.pdf Title V regulations for the changes in the CLAD and BCLAD authorizations. Approved
ALERT! Information Items 4B: www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-4B.pdf and Reports on the workload and processing times for credential applications and discipline cases.

Numbers in the link above show the steady trend of shortened processing time.  This is largely due to the online process.  Ms. Wohl reported that the average processing time is 22 days.  Phone service has been increased.  Additional streamlining is still moving forward which is very important given the three furlough days.

5A Information Item CTC Workload www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-5A.pdf  the number of cases has slightly decreased.  Workload remains static.  Without the state furloughs, the backlog would have been less.  Additional information available through the above link.
ALERT! Information Item 5B Precedent Opinions for Credential Discipline www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-5B.pdf discussion on whether to designate a disciplinary decision as a precedent decision that is likely to recur.  Union spokespeople were very much against this possibility.  Much discussion continued regarding due process.  This item will be brought back with a public hearing.
ALERT! Information Item 6A Legislation www.ctc.ca.gov/commission/agendas/2009-12/2009-12-6A.pdf Update on pending legislation including bills on out of country prepared teachers (SB 751), EL and NBPTS, district interns (AB 239), fees for military (AB 794), credential in American Indian Languages (AB 544), and the Activity Supervisor Clearance Certificate (AB 1025)
Chair  and Vice Chair elections:  Nomination for Chair is Ting Sun who is a public representative.  Nomination of Vice Chair is Charles Cahagan who is a teacher representative.  They were elected by acclimation.    
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